TRUSTEES' REPORT FROM THE PCC ON THE YEAR 2023 TO THE APCM TO
BE HELD ON 15™ May 2024 IN ST GEORGE'S CHURCH TODDINGTON

We have settled back into a more normal, but no less busy year, in 2023.
We continue in our main aim and purpose of supporting Rev Linda
Washington, our rector, and Rev Nigel Washington, our assistant minister,
in demonstrating, promoting and indeed living the Good News of Jesus
Christ in the parish. We also continue to care for the structure of our much-
loved parish church. Much of the responsibility for this falls on the
shoulders of our hard-working churchwarden, Dee Curtis. We also thank
the Friends for their continuing and very welcome financial support.

It is suggested that this report should give a “flavour” of the church at
worship and outreach. This year has seen increasing numbers enjoying our
Sunday morning service and joining us for coffee in the hall afterwards.
Special services such as those at Christmas, Easter, including the stations
of the cross, Harvest, In Loving Memory and Remembrance bring even
more into the church for worship. A smaller but regular congregation
appreciate the quiet of morning prayer on Mondays and we are delighted
at the return of a monthly Evensong.

As well as services there is a small prayer group.

Rev Linda Washington regularly takes assembly at St George's lower
school, ably helped by Rev Nigel Washington, Malcolm Curtis and Roger
Stares, and for Christingle by other members of the PCC. It is lovely to see
the stories they have learned at school being brought to life in crafts and
more stories at Messy Church, held monthly. The older children can
continue their contact via the fortnightly Youth Group. We are very grateful
to our youth worker, Rebecca Caird, and to all the wonderful volunteers.

Fundraising and fellowship are both at the fore at the monthly Coffee
mornings (delicious homemade scones and cakes) and Ploughman'’s
lunches from March to November. Warm Winter Wednesdays carried on
from autumn 2022 (with soup, baked potatoes and cake and biscuits)
becoming Lent lunches from Ash Wednesday to Easter (just soup and
bread). Hosting these lunches was shared with All Saints Chalgrave and
Toddington Methodist Church. The donations from these were shared with
the Salvation Army, Noah and our Love Fund. We have continued to
support the Food Bank financially and with donations, we have made
donations to Water Aid and are involved with Azalea, a Luton-based



charity, by cooking for their Alpha groups. The Love Fund enabled us to
make up ten hampers for struggling families for Christmas.

As well as the maintenance and cleaning of the church, the organization of
which falls on Dee Curtis, we look after the Wilkinson Hall which is a great
asset for the village. We are greatly indebted to Bridget and Tom Chevalier
who are working their way through cleaning and re-decorating the hall.

Dee Curtis arranges many enjoyable activities in the hall, Brownies, the
Tuesday knitting group, St George'’s Fellowship, Painting for Pleasure and
sitting Pilates all available to who wants to attend. During the Village Fete
and the Parish Council’s “Light up Toddington” the hall was used for
refreshments, supplied and served by volunteers from St George's.

The church has always been eco-minded, and it took only slight changes to
be awarded a bronze Eco-church level and we are on our way to a silver.
The PCC are aware of the challenge of heating and caring for an old
building in an ecologically acceptable way within financial constraints.

The PCC continued to meet monthly in 2023 the pattern of meetings being
consistent, considering finance, a report from the rector and the
churchwarden, safeguarding, mission, report from Deanery synod when
appropriate and any other business. Within these headings discussion can
be wide ranging and deeply considered.

We have so many people to thank, not only the members of the PCC all of
whom go above and beyond, Fran Brown not only runs the websites but is
also our Electoral Roll Officer. We thank all those who provided the
delicious cakes, scones and soup, Sue Ballanger, Judy Stevenson, Carole
Wilden, Glenys Bench and Sally Stares. We are grateful to Roger Stares,
who is not only our organist, but also, with Sally supplies and creates
wonderful flower arrangements, as does Efon.

There were 3 weddings, 9 Funerals and 6 baptisms of children and 1 adult
in 2023.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Total receipts of unrestricted funds were £44,790 of which £29,125 were
voluntary donations including gift aid. Restricted donations of £1,877
were also received along with investments of £420 and bank interest of
£642.

Details are set out in the accounts.



The net surplus of the year resulted in a small increase of £557 in reserves
over 2022. The increase came about through the generosity of the church
congregation and also from the continuing positive rental from Wilkinson
Hall hirings. This produced revenue of £4,905. Fundraising events such as
coffee mornings and Ploughman'’s lunches also raised £3,467.

Costs during the year were kept under control. In particular energy costs
were kept at a reasonable level with fixed price contracts for gas and
electricity in place until October 2024. The church was able to pay its full
Parish Share of £21,083. Since the end of the financial year the Diocese
has agreed to write-off the remaining outstanding Parish Share from 2019
of £4,987. This is the first time in many years that the church has been up
to date with its payments of Parish Share.



