
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Parish of St George of England, Toddington 

 

Title of meeting: St George of England Parish Church, Toddington                    
Meeting of Parishioners & Annual Parochial Church Meeting  

Date: 15th May 2024 

Attendees: Rev Linda Washington, Helen Mindenhall, Dee Curtis, Richard 
Wood, Peter Boon, Roger Stares, Bridget Chevalier, Malcolm 
Curtis, Fran Brown, Tony Sugars, Rachel Williams, Alan Chaney, 
Shirley Karney, Nigel Washington  

Apologies:  Patricia Keymer 

Venue: St George of England Parish Church, Toddington  

 

 
 

Parishioners’ Meeting 

 
Rev Linda Washington opened the meeting with Prayer.  

 
1 

Election of churchwarden 

Dee Curtis was re-elected without a vote as the only candidate.  We all 
welcomed her. 

 

 

 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

 

1 

Apologies for Absence  

Patricia Keymer 

 

2 &3 

Minutes of APCM held on 24th May 2023 and Matters arising not dealt 
with elsewhere on the agenda. 

The minutes of the meeting held on 24th May 2023 had been displayed but 
not circulated by email. They were agreed as a true record of the meeting 
proposed Alan Chaney seconded by Dee Curtis and agreed by all who had 
read them. 

There were no matters arising. 

Minutes 
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Financial Report to the APCM covering the year ended 31st December 
2023 
 
Given by Alan Chaney. The examined accounts had been on display in the 
church porch for a week. 
 
I can report another steady financial year for the church. There was a small 
surplus for the year which came about as a result of the fundraising efforts of 
Church members, generous donations from the congregation and wider 
community plus grants from the Diocese and the Parish Council. 
Income from the Parish Giving Scheme rose by 10% following a 17% 
increase in 2022. For those wishing to make regular donations to the Church 
this is an excellent way to do it. 
The Wilkinson Hall continues to run at a surplus with rentals, on average, 
around £100 a week. 
Once again, the Church was able to pay its full Parish Share of £21,083. 
The cost of energy continues to be a challenge. Although we have had a 
three-year fixed price deal which runs to October 2024 (recently extended for 
gas at a reduced rate to October 2025) the cost of heating the church 
remains at a high level.  
In summary the Church is now in a much healthier position than it was a few 
years ago. Reserves are now £49,830 of which £13,522 are restricted, mainly 
the organ fund, and unrestricted are £36,308. 
There were no further questions.  
The accounts were accepted Proposed Shirley Karney seconded Frances 
Brown and agreed by all.  
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Appointment of an Independent Examiner 
 
It was proposed we continued to use Miller and Co as Independent 
Examiners Proposed Alan Chaney seconded Helen Mindenhall and agreed 
by all. 
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Rector’s Report  
 
As attached read by Rev Linda Washington.  
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Churchwarden’s Report  
 
The attached report was given by the Churchwarden Dee Curtis  
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The Electoral Roll Report given by Electoral Roll Officer Frances Brown 
 
The Electoral Roll stands at 38, the electoral roll has been on display in the 
porch. 
Two people have left the roll and two have joined.  
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Report from the PCC given by Helen Mindenhall. 
 
The meeting had copies of the PCC trustees’ report as attached which must 
be produced before the annual accounts can be approved. The report is 
attached. 
In addition, Helen Mindenhall said that the PCC had met monthly and 
discussed finance, safeguarding, eco-church and had reports from the Rector 
and Churchwarden. 
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Deanery Synod report given by Helen Mindenhall 
  
Richard Wood and I are the parish reps to Dunstable Deanery synod. There 
are three meetings a year. The March meeting at St Thomas Houghton Regis 
had a talk by the Very rev Jo Kelly-Moore on the journey from her birth in 
New Zealand to becoming Dean of St Albans and on the priorities of the 
diocese in the years ahead.  
Each meeting has an update on Eco-church and Safeguarding and a report 
from Diocesan Synod and General Synod.  
In July we had a presentation by Kate Ford, Diocesan Giving Adviser, which 
was very inspiring. We have a set of slides from that meeting encouraging 
creating non-cash ways of giving.  
In December we met at St Giles Tottenhoe when we told of the retirement of 
Tricia Humber who has been a good friend of St George’s in her role as Lay 
Member of the Standing committee. Following the usual business of the 
meeting we had a time of prayer and contemplation focussing on the state of 
the world.  
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Safeguarding report given by Helen Mindenhall Parish Safeguarding Officer 
 
As you will see from the Administrative Section of the Trustees’ report we 
have complied with our duty to have due regard to the House of Bishops’ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

guidance. 
We have all the appropriate policies reviewed annually, safeguarding of 
children and vulnerable adults’ policy, a reaction to domestic abuse policy, a 
recruitment of ex-offenders’ policy, a declaration on reporting a serious 
safeguarding incident to the Charity Commissioners. We have a PSO and a 
second recruiter, Safeguarding is high on every PCC agenda, all members of 
the PCC and leaders of church activities have DBS checks and have done 
safeguarding training. We are on to the next round of DBS checks as they 
have, now, to be renewed every three years.  
We have work to do on Risk Assessments for church activities and on written 
job roles.  
The PSO recently attended a zoom training on Modern Day slavery in the 
care sector. 
There have been no reported Safeguarding incidents.  
. 
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Mission Action Plan  
  
Rev Linda Washington reported that she did not have a MAP to present at 
this time. 
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REPORTS FROM AROUND THE PARISH 
  
a) Wilkinson Hall 
 
Dee Curtis, who now oversees the Wilkinson Hall, said that the hall had been 
covered in the previous reports but that she particularly wanted to thank 
Bridget and Tom Chevalier for all the amazing work they had done in 
redecorating the hall which is looking much sprucer, the new curtains also 
help towards this new look. 
 
b) Report on Bell Ringing   
  
Peter Boon, Tower Captain, reported that his report was very similar to 
previous years, with a small band of regular ringers, who are pleased to ring 
for major festivals, like the recent confirmation service, but were also glad to 
have the mechanical chimes available at other times. There is a bell fund, 
and they also are able to do necessary maintenance.  
  
 
c) Report on the Youth Group and Messy Church  
Both of these had been covered in the Rector’s report. 
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Election to PCC  
 
There were no nominations for election to the PCC. 
Presently the PCC consists of the Rector, the Churchwarden, the reps to 
Deanery Synod, the treasurer and three elected lay people, Patricia Keymer, 
Bridget Chevalier and Tony Sugars. We have vacancies for three more lay 
people.  
 
AOB  
 
We should try to encourage teenagers to join the bell ringers, Peter Boon said 
they do come but they tend to go as well.  
Should we have access to the Tower on Fete days, the problem with this is 
that it is very heavy on manpower for Health and Safety reasons, which 
seemed less urgent, perhaps, in the past.  
 
THE MEETING CLOSED WITH THE GRACE.  
 

 


