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2023 has, thankfully, been a calmer year with no big celebration services

other than when we commemorated the King’s Coronation on 6 May 2023.

Our Sunday morning congregation numbers have continued to grow to a
weekly gathering of between 25-30 adults, with up to seven children on
some weeks. It has been a delight to welcome new families and members
and | smile as people come in, often after 11am. There is a growing multi-
cultural dimension to the congregation, which is wonderful, with an
average younger age as new people join us. Monday Morning Prayer has a
regular five members and Evensong is held monthly, led by Malcolm. This
year we held three weddings, seven baptisms and thirteen funerals (either
at church or at a crematorium). There were slightly less funerals that the
past few years and this may reflect a local rise in direct cremations
reported by several funeral directors. We now see adverts on TV for these,
and with the current economic climate adversely affecting many families, |
wonder if families are having to consider costs carefully when paying their
final respects to a loved one.

Thank you to Nigel and Malcolm who have assisted and supported me in
leading services this year. Thank you to our regular organist Roger, to Cliff
and Stephen who also play and to Nicholas and the Quintet choir for the
beautiful music and special times of worship.

Attendance at Easter and Christmas Services was higher this year, and it
was wonderful to host the Scout Carol service and the school carol
services, and other events with people feeling free to gather and worship.

Messy Church continues on the fourth Friday of each month, at Wilkinson
Hall. A team of volunteers offer craft activities, Bible story and tea, for
children who attend with their parents or carers. There has been a slight
shift in age range of children attending, with more younger children and
less year 3 and year 4 children. We will continue to review provision and
seek a way to reach out to the year 3 and year 4 children.

Youth group for year 5 children upwards, continues twice monthly guided
by Rebecca Caird, and with Bridget and Doug very much involved, sharing
crafts, prayer, Bible Study, activities and games. There are currently 12
children registered. There have been some wonderful times of discussion
and reflection. Sadly, Rebecca has given notice and will cease involvement
from mid July. She will be sadly missed, and we thank her for her
involvement and cheery style of leadership, sharing her faith and offering
encouragement and support to our young people. If you know of anyone
who might be interested to assist with the Youth Group, please do get in
touch with me. Itis such an important aspect of church life, and we owe it
to our young people to continue to provide support for them during
challenging times.

Continuing on the theme of young people, | continue in my role as a
Governor at the lower School, working with the Governing board, with the
new Headteacher Mr Darlington, who has been a breath of fresh air in
school, working with energy and vision, drawing together staff and working
hard to resource and develop the school to provide the best of educational
experience for the pupils. He is very keen to develop links between church
and the school and has invited me to contribute to the school newsletter
and school advertise our events too.

We were pleased to host two different Key Stage Christmas services for
Parkfields School in December and Nigel and | have also offered a few
separate assemblies during the year. We managed to squeeze all of the
lower school children, staff and accompanying adults into church for one
wonderful Christmas service. Before the children had fully returned to
school, | received a request for another Lower School service at Easter
2024. Such a privilege and such a joy! We welcomed several lower school
classes to church during the year to learn about worship in church, and to
experience the Easter Prayer stations. | continue to lead a weekly
‘Collective Worship at School which is a wonderful point of connection as
we tell Bible Stories.

Chalgrave and Toddington churches celebrated Benefice Maundy Thursday
and Harvest supper meals together and it was a delight to see the church



decorated so beautifully for the Easter, Harvest and Christmas services.
Tom Chevalier wrote to local farmers, on behalf of the churches, to invite
them to the Harvest services. Thank you to the teams who decorated the
church so beautifully for the Harvest, Easter and Christmas services and
special thanks go to Roger and Sally Stares who have created some
wonderful pedestal arrangements in memory of Rita.

The Church was lit up again this Christmas time with the Christmas Tree
Festival which is a very special time of community coming together to
create imaginative displays. It is also a key fundraising event on the church
calendar so thank you so much to everyone who contributes, in whatever
way, to making this such a special event. We are so grateful to the Friends
of Toddington Church for their assistance and enthusiasm to host
Fundraising events.. like Open Gardens. Wonderful Community gatherings.
We also enjoyed the light up Toddington Christmas event when the church
was spotlighted, and we were pleased to be involved in the Village fete
which was a great success.

Thank you all for your generosity of enthusiasm, support and of donations
during the year. It has been another successful year - paying our Parish
Share in full, with a final surplus of about £500. Fundraising teams have
faithfully and dedicatedly worked so hard, with Alan’s budget guidance and
Dee’s tireless fundraising drive and organisation. Thank you all so much.

Worldly events have been challenging with the war in Ukraine continuing
and war in Israel and Gaza and closer to home, families have less money to
spend due to high costs and income insecurity. Ministry has involved
pastoral care for heightened anxieties and need, supporting some local
families and delivering regular donations to Foodbank. Additionally, the
church supplied about nine Christmas hampers to certain families in need,
guided by the schools.

Our mission action goals continue to focus on outreach, social and
fundraising opportunities, keen to develop links within the parish
community. There is a deep love and dedication of service to this beautiful
church. | wonder if some people even go home and sleep.. such is their

dedication. Folks have worked incredibly hard during 2023 to fundraise and
provide additional social events. Wednesday Winter Warmer fellowship
sessions, Lent Lunches, Coffee mornings and Ploughman’s Meals, Knitting
and Painting for Pleasure group and seated Pilates are just some of the
activity groups meeting in the church hall. All these events are only
possible because of the wonderfully supportive team of volunteers and
helpers. Thankyou!

As | said last year..the team may be limited in numbers, but they work so
hard and well together — always giving. Thank you to all who offer help in
any way whether it is in catering, preparing crafts for Messy Church,
praying, guiding youth group, being a Deanery Synod Rep, gardening,
taking boxes to the charity shops, donating food to foodbank, cleaning the
church, resourcing activities, arranging flowers, sweeping, polishing,
counting monies or doing one of the multiple tasks | have omitted. |
cannot thank you enough.

| am especially grateful to Dee for all that she does as Church Warden and
as a Friend to St George’s. Malcolm is a great support as Chair of Friends
and in so many other ways. Helen — PCC secretary, Safeguarding officer and
all-round support, all the PCC, Bridget for her creativity and commitment,
Tom and Bridget for all they have done to upgrade Wilkinson Hall. To Fran
who uploads information to the websites and facebook each week, to Alan
the Treasurer, Peter who organises the bell ringing teams, John Pask who
with Alan, Malcolm, me and others has climbed the tower this year as we
seek to correct the clock time or the chimes. Thank you to the British
Legion volunteers Pippa and Lee who assist to raise the Union Flag at key
times and thank you to all of you who help in any way to keep the church
running, clean, tidy, welcoming and in good condition for the generations
to come.

You are a tremendous team, close knit and supportive. Thank you so much
for your prayers and support, in so many different ways. It really is the body
of Christ at work here. May we pray afresh for the Holy Spirit to fill us and
equip us, for the love and light of Christ to lead us and for Father God to
anoint us to be a living, welcoming church. May his kingdom come.



