TRUSTEES’ REPORT ON 2024 TO APCM TO BE HELD IN 2025

We have continued, as a PCC this year, in our main aim and purpose of
supporting Rev Linda Washington and Rev Nigel Washington (assistant
minister) in demonstrating, promoting and living the Good News of Jesus
Christ in this parish. This wording is the same as last year and in 2024 we
were very happy to continue in this aim but in November Rev Linda
Washington announced her intention to retire and leave the parish in early
2025. We will miss her very much indeed.

We have also had to care for the fabric of the church, a task that has again
fallen onto the shoulders of our churchwarden, Dee Curtis, ably helped on
a day by day basis by Malcolm Curtis. We devoutly wish them future good
health.

We are indebted to Tom and Bridget Chevalier for their re-decoration of the
Wilkinson Hall and in funding the very necessary repairs to the gentlemen’s
loos and in much needed repairs throughout the hall. We thank Tom for his
on-going advice on maintenance of the hall.

We have continued with our 11am Sunday communion service with an
increasing congregation, including some children. After the service
fellowship continues with coffee. Weekly Monday morning prayer and
monthly Evensong have also continued. Special services have included
those at Christmas, Easter, Harvest, In Loving Memory and the British
Legion Remembrance service led by Rev Linda Washington (this is a major
village event). This year there was a D Day commemoration service.

There is a small weekly prayer group and, this year, a very well attended
Alpha which will lead onto a Bible study group. Many thanks to Doug and
Rachel Hook for all their help.

Rev Linda Washington continued taking assemblies at the upper and lower
schools and the PCC helped with their Christingle service.

Messy Church has continued monthly with crafts, cooking and bible stories
before a shared meal. For older children Youth Group continues twice
monthly ably helped by volunteers Bridget Chevalier, Doug Hook and Kate
Massink.



We rely on our wonderful volunteers also for the continued success of coffee
mornings, ploughman’s lunches. Warm Winter Wednesdays ran from
January to Lent, then on to Easter as Lent lunches. The Hall also hosts (due
to Dee Curtis) a seated exercise class, a knitting group, a painting for
pleasure group, Afternoon with Friends, and a Fellowship group.
Refreshments were provided in the hall for the Village fete and for Light Up
Toddington. The hallis available for hire.

An amazing facility opened in the hall in the summer. Through the efforts of
Andy Snape and Rev Linda Washington surplus goods (fruit and veg and
bread in the main) from local supermarkets are delivered from the base at
the Rufus Centre in Flitwick to the hall every Saturday morning. They can be
collected by anyone who comes between 9.30am and 11am, each
household is allowed 3kg of goods. The aim is to avoid food waste and to be
assistance to anyone in need. Yet again the PCC and other volunteers give
cheerfully of their time.

We have been able to continue our support of the Foodbank, Azelia and
other charities and again created hampers for struggling families at
Christmas.

A member of the PCC has been involved in the re-birth of the village
magazine and Rev Linda Washington has written articles for each edition.
Every house in the village receives a copy.

Again this year there are so many amazing volunteers to thank, especially
Alan Chaney for his remarkable work as our treasurer, trying to keep us up to
the mark and organized about the generous donations and other monies we
are responsible for. Also a very special mention of Fran Brown for running the
websites, the readings and intersessions rota and for being our Electoralroll
officer.

We also thank Sue Ballanger, Judy Stevenson, Carole Wilden, Glenys Bench,
Roger (and Percy) and Sally Stares, Kate Massink and Rachel Williams.
Needless to say we also thank Dee and Malcolm Curtis for their unstinting
support and work for the church.



There were no weddings, nine funerals in church and four at the crematorium
and one infant baptism and four child baptisms and three confirmations in
2024.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Alan Chaney reports another steady financial year for the Church. There was
a surplus for the year of £2,196 which came about as a result of the
fundraising efforts of Church members, generous donations from the
congregation and wider community plus grants from the Diocese and the
Parish Council. The good result was despite having to absorb a retrospective
charge from Anglian Water of nearly £3,000, this cost arising from a water
leak within the Wilkinson Hall.

Income through the Parish Giving Scheme rose by 6.3%. For those wishing
we placed to make regular donations to the Church this is an excellent way
to do so.

Despite a reduction in hirings, and ignoring the retrospective water charge,
the Wilkinson Hall continues to run at a surplus. Essential repair costs of
over £7,000 were covered by a very generous donation.

In 2023 we placed £35.000 of our funds on 32 day Deposit with Lloyds Bank
which generated £885 of income in 2024.

Once again the Church was able to pay its full Parish Share of £21,274.

The cost of energy continues to be a challenge. In 2024 the cost of energy for
the Church and Hall was £6,363. Due to recent volatility in the energy
markets the gas and electricity prices have now been fixed through to 2028.

In summary the Church is now in a much healthier position than it was a few
years ago. Reserves are now £52,025 of which £13,830 are restricted (mainly
the Organ Fund) and restricted are £338,196.

THE FUTURE

So we, as a PCC, face the coming year with heavy hearts and gathering our
strength for all that lies ahead but very very grateful to Revs Linda and Nigel
Washington for all they have achieved in the parish, living the Word and
spreading the Gospel in their own special loving way.



